Personalized Learning
Parent Academy #2:
Grading Basics




Objectives

Understand the “why” behind the grading
policy

Understand how grades are determined
Understand how to view your child’s
grades
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The “WHY” Behind the Grading Policy

A grading system must incorporate and align to the values of our learning
model.

Our learning model values:

e Cognitive skills (deep, thinking skills) are the best measure of student
growth and achievement

e Content understanding is either learned or not learned, and it needs to
be mastered

e Growth is the outcome we desire and therefore we should value
growth and the student’s best work
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Understanding Cognitive Skills and Content

What are Cognitive Skills?

e Cognitive skills are deeper learning skills
e Each project is built around Cognitive skills
e Cognitive skills are skills that students need to develop in order
to be college and career ready
e Examples of cognitive skills are:
o Justifying/constructing an explanation
o Multimedia in oral presentation
o Synthesizing multiple sources
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What is this project about?

Essential Question

e How can scientific tools help me identify and analyze patterns in the world?
e How can the patterns of the sun help me in my everyday life?

Enduring Understanding

e Earth rotates on an axis between the north and south pole that causes
patterns.
e One pattern is the daily change in the length and direction of shadows on

Eafh

¥ Read more

Description

You learn about the day/night cycle, what causes it, and how people have been able
to tell time before watches and clocks were invented. You collect and analyze data
found on sundials and then design an investigation to find patterns in changes in the

lengt o glav. You build a sundial to

¥ Read more

Cognitive Skills
Designing Processes and Procedures
Identifying Patterns and Relationships Interpreting Datallnfo

Multimedia in Written Production
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5th Grade Science

Project:

The Pattern is
in the
Shadows

4 Cognitive
Skills




Inquiry

Designing Processes
and Procedures

Following and/or
developing step-by-step
processes to use in the
course of answering
problems/prompts or
conducting
inquiries/investigations

Products & Presentations

Multimedia in Written
Production

Integrating technology to
create high-quality written
products

Rubric for The Pattern Is in the Shadows

1

Identifies a general
approach to investigate a
question or solve a
problem.

OR

Follows a recommended
set of procedures for
investigating a question
or solving a problem.

Uses technology, to
produce and publish
writing products, as well
as interact and
collaborate with others.
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Identifies the first few
steps in a specific
approach to investigate a
question or solve a
problem. Identifies
specific tools or methods.

Uses technology,
including the internet, to
produce and publish
writing products, as well
as interact and
collaborate with others.

Creates a step-by-step
plan to investigate a
question or solve a
problem. Identifies
appropriate methods,

tools, and/or approaches.

Uses technology,
including the internet, to
produce and publish
writing products, as well
as interact and
collaborate with others
effectively.

3 39% @

Creates an orderly action
plan and addresses most
aspects of the
problem/prompt. Includes
a description of
appropriate methods,
tools, and/or approaches.

Uses technology,
including the internet, to
produce/publish writing,
link/cite sources, and
interact/collaborate with
others effectively and
efficiently. Uses
technology/media tools to
illustrate ideas or show

Cancel

Very normal for a student to
score lower on cognitive
skills at the beginning of the
year. Grades are based on
what students know and can
do...evidence of learning as
shown on the rubric. Focus
is on growth!

Students have many
opportunities for practice
and continuous
improvement with teacher
instruction and feedback.
(Checkpoints). We want
students to grow and
improve throughout the year!



Rubric for The Pattern Is in the Shadows
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Analysis & Synthesis

Identifying Patterns and
Relationships

Analyzing and organizing
information (including
numerical and visual) to
identify patterns and/or
relationships to answer a
question or solve a
problem

Interpreting Datal/lnfo

Interpret data and/or
information from sources
and draw justifiable
conclusions from data.

Makes note of simple
connections or patterns
from information
displayed in structures.

Description or summary
of data/information is
incomplete or
unsupported.

Grade 5 - Levels 1.5 ~3.5 v ‘ ‘ QU Search with keywords...

Grade 3
Grade 4

Grade 5
Organizes informal
into mostly useful
structures (tables,
concept maps, or ¢
graphical displays)
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some inaccuracies

Grade 6
Grade 7
Grade 8
Grade 9

Grade 11
Grade 12

Grade 10

Levels 0.5~ 2.5
Levels1~3
Levels 1.5 ~ 3.5
Levels2 ~ 4
Levels 2.5 ~ 4.5
Levels3~5
Levels 3.5 ~ 5.5
Levels 4 ~6
Levels 4.5 ~ 6.5

Levels5~8

Provides a reasonable
interpretation of
data/information. Uses a
relevant analytic strategy
(e.g., sorting,
compare/contrast) to
characterize the
data/information in a

~anaral waav

Provides a reasonable
interpretation of
data/information. Uses a
relevant analytic strategy
(e.g., sorting,
compare/contrast) or
concept (e.g., mean,
mode) to characterize the

Aatalinfarmation

Organizes information
into useful structures.
Accurately identifies
patterns and a general
relationship among
patterns.

Provides an accurate
interpretation of
data/information. Uses a
relevant analytic strategy
(e.g., sorting,
compare/contrast) or
concept (e.g., mean,
mode) to characterize the

Aatalinfarmation

‘ Cancel
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Understanding Cognitive Skills and Content

What is Content?

e Information that students need to know
e Specific content is associated with each project

e Contentis divided into 2 types:
o Power focus areas - core content that every child must learn in order to finish a course

and be college- ready
o Additional focus areas - related, extra and sometimes advanced content for students

who are excited about a subject

e Examples of content:

o  Function and structure of a cell
o Understanding the 13th, 14th and 15th amendment to the Constitution
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For Math Specifically - Concept Units and Content
The grading for Math courses includes the grading of Concept Units.

e 70% of a math course grade is based on a student’s score in concept

units
o A concept unit is a series of math tasks through which students learn important math
concepts
m Linear Relationships: Understand the connections between proportional
relationships, lines, and linear equations.
|

e 30% of a math course grade is based on passing focus areas



Geometry

Area & Surface
Area

Solve real-world and

mathematical
problems involving
area and surface
area.

Rubric for Area & Surface Area

e no evidence of

understanding
area and surface
area.
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e represent

repeated
multiplication with
exponents,
including for area
and volume
problems.

e find area and
surface area,
including correct
units, for familiar
figures.

Solve problems
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decomposing a 2-
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determine area.
working
interchangeably
between
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e solve multi-step

real-world and
mathematical
problems
involving area or
surface area, and
justify reasoning.

Cancel

Concept Units each
have their unique
concept rubric.

Scores from 1-5.

All concepts are
weighted equally.

Student must earn a
concept score average
of 3 or higher.

Students earn concept
rubric scores from
end of unit
assessments.

Concept scores can
be revised for higher
scores.
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Grading Basics

Every student will earn a final grade at the end of the year.
These grades will fall in the following range:

90% and up is an A
80% andupisaB
70% andupisaC
Below 70% is an incomplete
o There are no “Ds” in this program.

A student will earn an INCOMPLETE if:

e he/she fails to turn in 100% of projects
e he/she fails to pass of all his/her power focus areas
e he/she has an average cognitive skill below grade level



Cognitive Skills (Projects) make up 70%

ReVIeW e grading based on cognitive skill scores

e only the highest grade for each cognitive skill is counted in the

final grade
P Pa‘séing e cognitive skills assessed more frequently count for more in the
Additional final cognitive skill grade

cus Areas
, 9%

Content (Focus Areas) makes up 30%
e 21% is from Power Focus Areas
e 9% is from Additional Focus Areas (credit is given for number
completed

Additional Considerations
e every project must be completed to pass a class
e every Power Focus area must be passed to complete a course
e passing 0 additional focus areas will yield a grade NO higher
than 91%.




Understanding your
child’s grades




The Platform and Grades

e How do | know what my child’s grade is at any given time?
e Click on “Progress”

Biology

English 9




The Platform and Grades

Letter grades appear on the right
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Modern World 1

/10 Finished the goal ¢

Study Graphic Organizer

For more information, click on the
letter grade



The Platform and Grades

You can see detailed information about how your student is performing in content (focus areas) and cognitive
skills on a consistent basis. The highest of the cognitive skills scores for each subject are the scores recorded

at the end of the year.

Grades Modern World 1 ~ X

Modern World 1

You have 0 projects overdue
For your power focus areas, you are on pace to complete
For your additional focus areas, you are on pace to complete

For your cognitive skills you have an average of

Cognitive Skill

Theme/Central Idea

Making Connections & Inferences
Discussion / Contribution

Norms / Active Listening




Summary

Cognitive Skill Score
Ranges:

C—to A+
4th grade: 1to3
5th grade: 1.5to0 3.5
6th Grade: 2to4
7th Grade: 2.5t04.5
8th Grade: 3to5
9th Grade: 3.5t05.5
10th Grade: 4to6
11th Grade: 4.5t0 6.5
12th Grade: 5to7

70%

Power
Content

Project
Cog
Skills

e You get credit for each one that
you complete.

*Ex: Do half of them, get 4.5%

e All or nothing.
e You get 21 % if you're on track.
* You get 0% if you're off track.

 Projects are graded on the cog
skills rubric.

e Cog skills count each time
you're assessed on them. If
“Narrative” is assessed twice, it
counts in your grade 2 times.

Math concepts are graded on concept rubrics from a
score of 1-5. Concept score average of 3-5 is required.




A Progress Report, Report Card, or Grade Report
Will contain the same information for the core classes as if you would check your
child’s platform grades on that particular date.

You can access this information at any time by using your parent login or by
having your child show you how he or she is progressing.

No grades are on “record” or on “file” until the end of the year. Students are
working to improve their skills and understanding until the end of the year.

If you are not able to access your parent login for the platform, please let me or
your child’s teacher know. We can help!



Courses Current Grade

HF Social Studies N/A
grade 5

HF English grade Incomplete
5

HF Science grade Incomplete

5

HF Math grade 5

*

Projects

On Track

74% Average

N/A

Math Units

On Track

70% Average

Power

Focus Areas

On Track

1/1 Complete

On Track

1/1 Complete

Off Track

1 Overdue

On Track

1/1 Complete

Additional

Focus Areas

Can Improve

0/1 Complete

Can Improve

0/1 Complete

Can Improve

0/1 Complete

Can Improve

0/1 Complete

| |
Students’ overall grades appear as any one of the following: C- to A+, N/A (no project graded yet), or I (Incomplete). An incomplete
indicates that student has a project(s) overdue, or has turned in the project but did not receive a passing score, in which case the
assignment will remain incomplete until it is passed, or student has overdue focus areas (assessments).




Final Comments:

e Tonight’s presentation will be on the Holy Family
Personalized Learning News and Newsletters Tab

e Continue to enjoy the student showcase this

evening presented by our students in personalized
learning

e Resource about


https://help.summitlearning.org/hc/en-us/articles/115008069968-Grades-Overview

Mark your Calendars:

e Mark Your Calendars:
Parent Academy #3: February 26th - “Supporting Your
Child’s Growth in Personalized Learning”
with Student Showcase

e “Parent Possible” - group for connecting, collaborating,

and improving our personalized learning experience
When: Third Thursdays of each month - January 17th, February 21st,
March 21st, April 18th, May 16th
Tlmes: 12:00-12:30 and 6:00-6:30
Location: Mazzuchelli - 6th grade Classroom



As always, contact us if you have questions or ideas for consideration.

THANK YOU FOR COMING!



