
Wahlert Catholic News 
January 22, 2021 

Upcoming Dates: 

• February 5:  No School | Professional Development 
• February 6: National ACT National Exam* 
• February 11-24: ACT Test Prep Seminars (Sophomores-

Seniors)* 
• March 2:  District ACT exam hosted at Wahlert (Juniors)* 
• March 15-19:  Spring Break 
• April 2:  No School | Good Friday 
• April 17: National ACT exam hosted at Wahlert* 

* Additional information found in the Guidance News Corner found below. 

 

Driver's Education Opportunities 

Parents are asked to directly contact any of the three local driving 
academies listed below if interested in registering their student(s) 
for driver's education. 
  

A-Tri State Driving School 

Kent Paca, Instructor 

(563) 583-3003 

  

Dubuque Driving Academy 

Susie Quinn, Instructor 

dbqdrivingacademy.com 

  

4BES Driving School, LLC 

Craig Forbes, Instructor 

Email 4BS Driving School, LLC here. 

http://dbqdrivingacademy.com/
http://c4besdrivingschool@hotmail.com/


(563) 599-2934 

(563) 583-7368 

Reserve your copy of the 2020–2021 Yearbook! 

Don't forget to order your 2020-2021 yearbook!  

• Books can be ordered and paid for online at  
wahlertyearbooks.com 

• Not sure if you've purchased a book? Email Ms. Gaul and she 
can check. 
 

Wahlert Counseling News 
Corner: 

 
ACT Test Prep Seminar | Doorway to College 

Wahlert Catholic High School  is excited to partner with Doorway to College 

to provide a ZAPS focused ACT test prep course for our sophomores, 

juniors, and seniors.  During your student's Mentor Time (9:00 a.m. - 9:40 

a.m.) starting on Thursday, February 11 - Wednesday, February 24, 

registered students will have the opportunity to learn virtually from a 

Doorway to College representative on ACT test prep strategies.   

ACT Test Prep Seminars | Doorway to College 

Thursday, February 11 -  Wednesday, February 24 

9:00 a.m. - 9:40 a.m. (Mentor Time) 

Cost: $95 per student 

Payment/Registration Deadline: February 4, 2021 

To pay/register for this test prep event, families are to submit payment 

online using their Holy Family eFunds account by Thursday, February 

4. (Log in to your e-Funds account, select or add your student, select “Pay for 

Optional Fees”, and select “ACT ZAPS Test Prep” to submit 

payment.)  Click here for a  step-by-step guide to using e-Funds if this is a 

http://wahlertyearbooks.com/
http://sgaul@holyfamilydbq.org/
https://www.holyfamilydbq.org/resources/efunds/
https://www.holyfamilydbq.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Holy-Family-e-funds-Step-by-Step.pdf


new program for your family.  Please note that eFunds requires a processing 

fees of $2.65 for credit card, or $1.25 for ACH from a checking account. 

  

In working with a Doorway to College representative your student 
will... 

• Learn tips to improve scores in all subtests. 
• Practice strategies to eliminate wrong choices. 
• Take short practice tests that mirror the real test experience. 
• Reduce test anxiety and gain confidence. 
• Receive extensive materials for home practice. 

  

Students who are virtual are still encouraged to register and participate in this 

seminar event.  Wahlert’s Counseling Office will be sending out the link for 

the test prep sessions to all registered students.  Contact Wahlert’s 

Counseling Office at (563) 583-9771 with any questions or for additional 

information. 

 

Check Out the Counseling Department's New Webpage! 

To better serve our parents, students, and community members, Wahlert 

Catholic High School's Counseling Department recently redesigned their 

webpage on Wahlert Catholic High School's website. 

Click here to visit the Counseling Department's homepage on Wahlert's 

website. 

Visit today to check out information regarding the following resources, and 

more! 

• College & career planning resources 
• Mental health resources 
• Scholarship opportunities 
• Exam information & updates 
• School counselor information 
• College credit opportunities & internship information 

https://www.holyfamilydbq.org/wchs/counseling/
https://www.holyfamilydbq.org/wchs/counseling/


Northeast Iowa Career Learning Link Opportunities | 
NICC 

Northeast Iowa Career Learning Link (CLL) is a program through Northeast 

Iowa Community College (NICC) that exposes students to high-demand 

career areas and sets them on the pathway to career and educational success 

beyond high school. The program provides work-based learning opportunities 

for students in partnership with local businesses. 

This program allows students (and parents!) to save time and money by 

knowing the career path to follow after high school.  Career coaches work 

with students to explore the right post-graduation plan, in addition to 

helping  find job shadow, internship, and career mentoring opportunities.  For 

a full list of upcoming virtual events and opportunities, click here. 

 

Class of 2021 Memorabilia | Jostens 

Is your family or Class of 2021 graduate interested in ordering apparel, 

graduation announcements, or other graduate memorabilia?  Click here for 

information on how to order items directly from Jostens this year. 

Please keep in mind that your senior's cap/tassel and gown are already 

ordered and covered in your student's overall tuition cost.  Seniors will 

receive their cap/tassel and gown towards the final months of the spring 

semester.  For any questions about this, please contact Wahlert's Counseling 

Department at (563) 583-9771, or email dlensen@holyfamilydbq.org. 

 

Double-check Your Student’s AP Exam Order through AP 
Classroom 

If you are a parent of a Wahlert student currently enrolled in an AP 

class this semester - your student’s AP Classroom was updated with the AP 

exams they are enrolled in and scheduled to take in May.  More information 

on registration and payment for this AP exam is to come. 

Under the guidance of their AP teacher, your student has been asked to log in 

to their AP Classroom to ensure that the exams they are registered for are 

correct.  Please take a moment with your student this week to also log 

https://www.holyfamilydbq.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/2020-2021-CLL-Events-.pdf
https://app.hirenami.com/viewer/reach/ea528bb5-6689-4dc2-8dd0-afcd43ca5f49/9655e937-0066-4f5b-a1ab-773cb2e89352/7a1e2ea6-785e-40b2-b34a-e005b342284f?pk_campaign=9655e937-0066-4f5b-a1ab-773cb2e89352
mailto:dlensen@holyfamilydbq.org


into their AP Classroom with them to ensure that their AP exams are 

listed correctly on their dashboard. 

  

You can do so by having your student log on to their AP Classroom and 

following the steps below... 

1.  Ask your student to log on to their AP classroom 
at myap.collegeboard.org. 

2.  Under the blue “AP Classroom” header, confirm that each AP 
class your student is enrolled in has an exam date showcased in 
the right column.  If you do not see this for an exam you know 
you paid for/your student plans to take, please 
contact dlensen@holyfamilydbq.orgright away. 

If you see any discrepancies in the exams listed online for your student, 

please email dlensen@holyfamilydbq.org, or contact Wahlert Catholic High 

School’s Guidance Department directly at (563) 583-9771, as soon as 

possible. 

 

Upcoming ACT Exam Opportunities 

National and District ACT exam dates are coming up this winter and 

spring.  National exams happen on Saturday mornings throughout the state, 

and district exams happen on Wahlert's campus during the school day 

(specifically for our students).  Below are a few upcoming options. 

  

• The next national ACT exam will take place on Saturday, 
February 6.  Wahlert is not hosting this exam, so more 
information on how to register online and which Eastern Iowa 
testing centers are available can be found on act.org.  Payment 
and registration for this particular exam is done completely 
online at act.org.  Deadline to register for this exam is January 
8th (late registration deadline for this exam is January 15). 

  

https://myap.collegeboard.org/login
mailto:dlensen@holyfamilydbq.org
mailto:dlensen@holyfamilydbq.org
http://act.org/
http://act.org/


• Wahlert will be hosting a national ACT exam on Saturday, 
April 17.  This exam will be hosted at Wahlert the morning of 
April 17.  Payment and registration for this particular exam is 
done completely online at act.org.  Deadline to register for this 
exam is March 12 (late registration deadline for this exam is 
March 26). 

  

• Wahlert will be hosting a district ACT exam on Tuesday, 
March 2, for our junior class.  Wahlert is hosting this exam for 
our juniors during the school day/on our campus.  Payment and 
registration for this exam is not done online, since it is Wahlert's 
own district exam - payment is submitted via your 
family's online Holy Family eFunds account.  More 
communication on registration deadlines, exam cost/eFunds, 
exam day details, etc. will be communicated to families and 
students via email and Wahlert's newsletter at the start of 2nd 
semester. 
 

High School Summer Artificial Intelligence Program 

Online summer AI program opportunity organized by Stanford PhD students. 

AI Scholars Live Online is a 10-session (25 hours) pre-college enrichment 

program that exposes high school students (Grades 9-12) to fundamental AI 

concepts and guides them to build a socially impactful project. Taught by 

a team of graduate students from Stanford University, students receive a 

personalized, interdisciplinary learning experience with a student-teacher 

ratio of 4:1. Students with prior programming experience are placed in an 

advanced cohort. Multiple dates and times for their Summer Break and 

Spring Semester programs are offered. Students may apply here.  Additional 

information can be found in their flyer and brochure, or on their website. 

Please contact Lucas Hornsby at lhornsby@stanford.edu or at (917) 371-

8971 with any questions. 

 

 

http://act.org/
https://www.holyfamilydbq.org/resources/efunds/
https://i7.t.hubspotemail.net/e2t/tc/VXfspL10-1YzW1s6Pwg69DY02W22vCbp4kThVrN84392_3lGmwV1-WJV7CgDw3N9jWFqYxCq6fVPr9Xk3QrB2SW2wqMlT8PlJbZVfVQkb2QpTT7W2pGqMB3jkbMzW6Kpl0j1zXnPmN7Ml7VkH9HYHW6R-gmT22TdXRW2vQDXC73WhhHW4kqsf64Lyy8KW7xq5H_22Qj0_W5cSMTd7HQd0hW2rBqKk5SB5k7W82MQdh18DKMBW58grq35MQCX0W1_rGYS6hxvcCW3QyYzS3gJZVvW3xYDk04CFr_CF15d8z3K8_GW3DX_JV4f3dy7361L1
https://i7.t.hubspotemail.net/e2t/tc/VXfspL10-1YzW1s6Pwg69DY02W22vCbp4kThVrN84394t3lGn_V1-WJV7CgTrGW4SgGbC854gdhW1T5cNk7KRZKRW2fy44336H3jSW143xR76YpqbzW7ny5Vq97cyV5W99BZ9r2CLk1NN6zgtsppZ2Q7W8ZVmf04cJmF-VGY1Dl6PkG5jW84kBn123ZykFM4_K4KctvDXW3vwSmp1tVGXcW5xqy0R4HMTpdW69MbZc3FNTF3W2lbdQR1qDx4SW2RRMZJ3T0TW6W1LwDgq6mFKQBN3WlM5HGtCBHT-mrl7bRttTW4X7rgn6p04VzW7_F66r25hwYlN4BYts_8PPNtW2f48L398ynJPW6D8x6g5yjH8fN6fhWSlRBtzwW4GTTJ45gtLJGN7rg98hNTwZfN5C-LLzKFL_YW4-snVD4PMvtfN43gHpygxrgw37xn1
https://i7.t.hubspotemail.net/e2t/tc/VXfspL10-1YzW1s6Pwg69DY02W22vCbp4kThVrN8439493lGnJV1-WJV7CgHmRW21ytzZ2c8mVkW1zfWv_3LxF-bVSLlLd4bxd1JW5wmWJl2LpPcGN59HQ2dd-3cqN4y_Rhdc1CkFW20tB7c4L5KrVVFwSM55NLbqhW1XsYGw7ZtkPPW7ZFTDZ1ZQ4g7W8vzrjg34fsMWW8jRk7C8mf2gnW4y7pqC2JpWr-N4LKt-XT3ZcrN7W5V2tK1c5hW6M0nnk4K-cyBW3x42cj911zS4W3G49f-7-80FyW7y44Jz5P5tPBW3PpT6t10kp4vW6Grg_w74MZZTW2dMKXX70DGcHW7kmNmM3Fz3W_W7MPp1V6HY3mFW1pxP4h7Kd6r9W8Q4fwh87YdvfW8HBqQV5yMZBwW7FCQ2h8sGM07346h1
https://i7.t.hubspotemail.net/e2t/tc/VXfspL10-1YzW1s6Pwg69DY02W22vCbp4kThVrN8439493lGnJV1-WJV7CgLD7W3KXP3z11rRp9W7HbN5D506vVlVnQblD5pdcj2W8kYTFb6KYjHVVd9Rzq5_BX40W801jXd7lfM78W4PGMBd6KJbgWN3q5PvjKLV1WW1y1RC_5tZYzvW3fgRNd7W6ttcW2k1_Pz51GwflW1FdSB97sQb37W2Zrskh30jr0NW5g0xCw2dZ3MYW3DbWzD5542GGW7QmwXb4RwYXmW5lkm1J8X7LnWW77f3vJ85zynLW7sn6pr2CXrFtW1_PRK97nqbnxW6NR2dY103v_5W12_tgd3rpGhtW8_zLtT21KLPTW5s_ZQd3ZlFMVW5Fj0r46XLvgzW6MmJjK9grVHtW8ZF-462FQb_xW6sH0XS6FWLyC346z1
https://i7.t.hubspotemail.net/e2t/tc/VXfspL10-1YzW1s6Pwg69DY02W22vCbp4kThVrN84392_3lGmwV1-WJV7Cg-g2W8q-_DT57_xhnVpJSDr7tgDKWW2BYGSk2425b1VyZZbr4P2ZWMW8STwBf1wyVTLW92zy3V90_7pRV9pGmg662V5yW13nLnl6jx0hvW6SL6-r6_mQYVW8FV-HH4dNksCW74TN1h8TJ1mmW73YC6y1rzS29N1yf-HxLxTV4W312yry15mVGMW7zFb4f4y95wWW8kY4ym8zC9BVW3dBBnd3FFC8bW4LyyZh9kPmWrW6tYDJj52Kn1JW1MrsN955XmLN2Hk1
mailto:lhornsby@stanford.edu


Meet Ms. Joni Knopp - Wahlert's  NICC Success Coach 

Northeast Iowa Community College’s Success 

Coaches assist students in finding work-based 

learning opportunities, schedule a campus visit, 

complete an application for admission, answer 

financial aid questions, and provide details on 

program requirements. Ms. Joni Knopp is 

Wahlert Catholic High School’s Success Coach 

liaison.  Students can reach out to her via text, 

email, or phone to schedule a time to meet.  Ms. 

Knopp can connect when it works best for your student, even before or after 

school, virtually via Zoom, by phone, or in person when possible. 

Email: knoppj@nicc.edu 

Call: 844.642.2338 ext. 2216 

Text: 563.663.9082 

 

Exploring Program | Fall 2020 

The Exploring Program is a great opportunity for your student(s) to identify 

career possibilities while having fun in an exciting and informal 

environment.  Designed for students ages 10-20, this program provides an 

opportunity to learn about a variety of careers and network with professionals 

already working in those fields.  Students will get hands-on experiences to 

determine whether or not a particular career field is right for them. 

A variety of topics are explored, including: architecture and civil 

engineering, conservation and wildlife management, culinary arts, diesel 

mechanics, engineering and technology, firefighting, law enforcement, law 

and government, nursing, radio broadcasting, as well as sports marketing. 

This year, the Exploring Program is excited to announce the launch of 

the Health Careers Exploring program, in partnership with UnityPoint 

Health Finley Hospital! This program has converted to a virtual program 

where students will be given live tours and ask questions in various 

departments each month. There is no limit to the number of students allowed 

in the program, and the program will be run through Microsoft 

mailto:knoppj@nicc.edu


Teams.  Additional information about the Health Careers Exploring program, 

including registration information, is attached to this email. 

Visit exploringdubuque.org/programs for the full 2020 

Career Exploring Guidebook, in addition to details on how to register 

your student for an career event. 

 

College Admission COVID-19 Updates 

Class of 2021 Parents - Check out the links listed below for area college 

admission COVID-19 updates.  Check in with these links for your student(s) 

applying for Fall 2021 college admission next year. Additional schools will 

be added frequently, so check in weekly.  If a school your student is 

interested is not yet included in the list below, please visit that particular 

college/university's admissions office webpage for additional information. 

• Clarke University 
• Coe College 
• Cornell College (Mt. Vernon, IA) 
• Creighton University 
• Iowa State University 
• Kirkwood Community College 
• Loras College 
• Luther College 
• Mount Mercy University 

• Northeast Iowa Community College (NICC) 
• St. Ambrose University 
• St. Louis University 
• University of Dubuque 
• University of Iowa (Admissions/Testing Updates; COVID-19 

Updates) 
• University of Northern Iowa 
• University of St. Thomas (St. Paul, MN) 
• University of Wisconsin - Platteville 
• University of Wisconsin - Madison 

http://exploringdubuque.org/programs/
https://www.clarke.edu/admission-aid/first-year-freshmen-admission-requirements/
https://www.coe.edu/admission/first-year-students
https://www.cornellcollege.edu/admissions/resources-parents/index.shtml
https://admissions.creighton.edu/contact-us/covid-19-frequently-asked-questions-faq
https://www.holyfamilydbq.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/ISU-COVID-update.pdf
https://www.kirkwood.edu/admissions
https://www.loras.edu/testoptional/
https://www.luther.edu/admissions/
https://www.mtmercy.edu/admissions-aid/undergraduate/freshmen
https://www.nicc.edu/admissions/high-school-students/
https://www.sau.edu/admissions/first-year
https://www.slu.edu/admission/freshman/index.php
http://dbq.edu/Admission/First-Year-Students/
https://admissions.uiowa.edu/testing
https://admissions.uiowa.edu/coronavirus
https://admissions.uiowa.edu/coronavirus
https://forwardtogether.uni.edu/information-prospective-students
https://www.stthomas.edu/admissions/undergraduate/covid19-info/index.html
https://www.uwplatt.edu/freshman
https://admissions.wisc.edu/


Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
Available October 1 

ICAN Succeed's website is a great resource for additional information 

and details regarding the FAFSA. Click here to check it out. 

Click here for tips and information from the Federal Student Aid Office 

on how best to approach the FAFSA process. 

The beginning of October marks the time period that parents should be 

thinking about and working on the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid). This form is used to apply for federal student aid such as loans, 

grants, and work-study at both two-year colleges as well as four-year 

colleges.  The FAFSA is the first step to receiving financial aid and must be 

completed for each year of college.  Students can use the myStudentAid app, 

file online at fafsa.edu.gov, or request a printed form by calling 1-800-4-

FEDAID.  This form is very important for you and your child to complete 

together so that your child is able to receive student financial 

assistance.  Contact Wahlert's Counseling Office with any questions or for 

additional information. 

  

Upcoming FAFSA Ready Iowa Events 

FAFSA Ready Iowa is ICAN's initiative to increase the FAFSA completion 

rate and help more students access financial aid.  Each event offers free 

assistance for students and families to complete the Free APplication for 

Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  Click here for upcoming virtual events! 

 

Iowa College Access Network (ICAN)| Career & College 
Planning Resources 

ICAN Tip of the Week 

Are you a junior or senior who wants more information on college and career 

planning?  Sign up to get the Iowa College Access Network (ICAN) Tip of 

the Week and other college and career planning alerts! ICAN offers several 

forms of email communications to help you stay on top of the planning 

process for life after high school. Click here to register for the ICAN Tip of 

https://www.icansucceed.org/financial-aid/financial-aid-process/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://www.icansucceed.org/fafsa-ready-iowa/2020-21-events
https://www.icansucceed.org/about-ican/services/the-resource-zone/e-alerts-tips-signup


the Week, Class of 2021 Senior Alerts, Class of 2022 Alerts, or ICAN e-

alerts.  You can also check out the ICAN College and Career blog here. 

Upcoming ICAN Webinars 

For many the school year is beginning, and others have another week or two. 

For some you're returning everyday, for others it's a few days each week and 

then learning online.  ICAN is committed to helping students succeed in 

whatever environment learning presents itself this fall. ICAN will 

host FREE webinars throughout September on Wednesdays at 3pm and on 

select evenings at 7 pm. All live events will be recorded and available for 

viewing on both the ICAN Facebook page and the ICAN website. You can 

stream these events live from any device and ask questions of ICAN student 

success advisors during the presentations. 

 

Your Student's Scholarship Resources. 

Scholarship Feature Friday 

This week's featured scholarship: 

Certified Medical Assistant (CMA) Scholarship | Medical Associates 

Scholarship Feature Friday is a weekly email from Wahlert’s Counseling 

Office designed specifically for seniors as a resource for them to learn more 

about available scholarship opportunities.  Each Friday, the Counseling 

Office will highlight a new scholarship opportunity and email it directly 

to your student’s Holy Family email address.  Specific details 

regarding scholarship type, who should apply, how to start the application 

process, and scholarship amount will all be highlighted.  Students will use 

these emails as a way to learn, discover, and apply for new scholarships each 

week as they plan their years after high school. 

 

College Planning eBulletin Board 

A great online resource for scholarship opportunities and college events. 

Available on Wahlert’s website, the College Planning eBulletin Board is a 

resource for students and parents to use when planning 

out scholarship opportunities.  This online hub focuses on details 

regarding scholarship information - all of which are organized by topic, 

http://ican-collegeplanning.blogspot.com/
https://t.e2ma.net/click/hckvxc/1ni9mc/9xrhij
https://jobs.jobvite.com/mahealthcare/job/oYrlefwI
https://www.holyfamilydbq.org/wchs/guidance/scholarships/


school, and/or career field.  This page is frequently updated by the 

Counseling Office as we receive weekly scholarship information and college 

admission news (so check in weekly as the school year rolls on!).  Click 

here for quick access to the eBulletin Board, or find it listed in the Quick 

Links section on Wahlert’s homepage. 

 

https://www.holyfamilydbq.org/wchs/guidance/scholarships/
https://www.holyfamilydbq.org/wchs/guidance/scholarships/
https://www.holyfamilydbq.org/wchs/

